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OME Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

* 1. Type of Submission: * 4. Type of Application:  * If Revision, select appropriate letter(s):

® Nen I ——————

O Continuation . T Other (Specify)

© Reviior R —

* 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant identifier:

i ——[ R,

S5a. Federal Entity Identifier: * 3b. Federal Award identifier: .

—JremerEm

6. Date Received by State: 1 7. State Application identifier: |:“—'—:| T -

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

*a. Legal Name: Bufie County Office of Education — ' == — :

“ b. Employer/Taxpayer identification Number (EIN/TIN): * ¢. Organizational DUNS:

0767124395

O Preapplication

® Application

O Changed/Corrected Application

i

* City: flie

County: ]
* State
Provinos: [

* County:
‘Zp/Postal Code: PBOBE .

e. Organizational Unit:

Division Name:

Department Name:

hild Development Educational Support

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this application:

N — T
] S ————
Last Name:

Suffix:

Tracking Number: GRANT00473378 Fundming DPPOl'hlni? Number: ED-GRANTS-050708-002 Received Date: 2008-06-10 12:34:36.000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # S358B080047 e



OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:
X: Other (specify)
Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

- 0 OO

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:
" Other (specify):

ounty Local Education Agency
* 10. Name of Federal Agency:

J.S. Depariment of Education
11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

I.' 3
]

CFDA Title:

Early Reading First

* 12. Funding Opportunity Number:

[ED-GRANTS-050708-002 ' l

* Title:

Early Reading First 84.359A and B: Full Apphcation

13. Competition ldentification Number:

Title:

— 000 0000 ‘1

14, Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):
ities of Chico, Gridgley, and Oroville in Butte County, California

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:
wiudent Pre-Kindergarten Acquisition of Reading Knowledge and Language Excellence (SPARKLE)

Altach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Tracking Number: GRANT00473373 Funding Opportl.ll'l'IBl Number: ED-GRANTS-050708-002 Recerved Date: 2003-06-10 12:34:36,000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT.5
PR/Award # $S3598080047 e



OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

16. Congressional Districts Of:

* a. Applicant * b. Program/Proje

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

— —

17. Proposed Project:
*a. Start Date: H0/01/2008 *b. End Date: pgfamzuﬁ |

18. Estimated Funding ($):

* a. Federat 3610.156.000

* b. Applicant 00

* d. Local 7w
e Oter
1. Program Income
"9 TOTAL

* 19, Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

O 2. This application was made availabie to the State under the Exeautive Order 12372 Process for review on :|
® b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.

O c. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? {If “Yes", provide explanation.}
O Yes ® No

21. *By signing this application, | ¢certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications*™ and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. |1 also provide the required assurances™ and agree to com-
ply with any resuilting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to eriminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

Y *1 AGREE

™ The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:
Prefix A R £
Middie Name: l: : _':I

LastName:

i —
*Tile: Superintendent of Schools — ' ' |

* Telephone Number: B30-532-5671 Fax Number: Essa28Tes ‘ . -
*Email: [dmcnelis@bcoe.org r— ' T— -

* Signature of Authorized Representative: * Date Signed: parozRE — ]
Authorized for Local Reproduction Standard Form 424 {Revised 10/2005)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102
Tracking Number: GRANTOD473378 Funding Oppm‘tmig Number: ED-GRANTS-050708-002 Receaived Date: 2008-06-10 12:34:36.000-04:00 Tine Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # S3598080047 e



OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

* Applicant Federal Debt Delinquency Explanation

The foliowing field should contain an explanation if the Applicant organization is delinquent on any Federal Debt. Maximum number of
characters that can be entered is 4,000. Try and aveid extra spaces and carmiage retums to maximize the availability of space.

- - —

Tracking Number: GRANTDO4T 3373 Funding Opportun? Number: ED-GRANTS-050708-002 Recsived Date: 2008-06-10 12:34:36.000-05:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # 53592080047 e



Attachments

AdditionalCongressionalDistricts

File Name Mime Type

AdditionalProjectTitle

File Name Mime Type

Tracking Number: GRANT00473378 Funding Opportimg Number: ED-GRANTS-0507058-002 Received Date: 2008-06-10 42:34:36.000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # S358B080047 e



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OMB Control Number: 1290-0004

BUDGET INFORMATION

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS Expiration Date: 06/30/2005

- il

Applicants requesting fonding for only one year should complete the
Name of Institution/Organization: column under "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for multi-
Butte County Office of Education vear grants should complete all applicable columns. Please read all
instructions before completing form.

SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FUNDS

) (c) (d) (e)
D Personnel IS 43201805  4sase3fs 47720345 o fs o s 1364774
2 FringeBenefis |5 202064 s 212168 ls 222778 ls o s o s 637010
3. Tmavel fs 27550 ls  a7sos |s  2moss |s o s o s 83421
4 Equipmen: _¥s 91550 s 4000 Js 4000 |s o s o s 99550
5. Supplies  |s  131500|s 97250 §s o720 s o §s o |s 326000
6 Conwacwal |5 00000 ls 90000 fs 90000]s o s o |s 270000
7. Construction IS o s o ) o s o s o s o
s omer Is  190100s  1ssec0ls  216100]s o0 s o |s 594800

N

9. Total Direct Costs 1,165,682 1% 1,074.384 | $ 1,135,489 -
{lines 1-8)

10. Indirect Costs* $ 81,015 |5 74,670 |$ 78.916 $ 234,601

11. TrainingStipends  §5 0 s o s o s o s o fs o |
12. Total Costs (lines 9- |$ 1,246,697 |s 1.149,054 | 3 1.214.405 - $ 3,610,156
H1) -

*Indirect Cost Information (To Be Completed by Your Business Office):

If you are requesting reimbursement for indirect costs on line 10, please answer the following questions:

(1) Do you have an Indirect Cost Rate Agreement approved by the Federal government? Xl yes I1 No
(2) If yes, please provide the following mformation:
Period Covered by the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement: From: 7/1/2008 To: 6/30/2009 (mm/dd/yyyy)

Approving Federal agency: IXI ep  [] Other {please specify):
(3) For Restricted Rate Programs (check one) — Are you using a restricted indirect cost rate that:

[1 15 inciuded in your approved Indirect Cost Rate Agréement? or, [1 Coraplies with 34 CFR 76.564(c)(2)?

ED Form No. 524



U.S. DEPART
MENT OF EDUCATION OMB Control Number: 1890-0004

BUDGET INFORMATION

‘ i ..
NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS Expiration Date: 06/30/2005

el
e e ——— . —

Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the
Name of Institution/Organization: column under "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for multi-
Butte County Office of Education year grants should complete all applicable columns. Please read all
instructions before completing form.

SECTION B - BUDGET SUMMARY
NON-FEDERAL FUNDS

Project Year 3

Project Year 1(a)}

Total {f)

Project Year 4
(d)

Budget Categories Project Year 2 Project Year 5

. Personnel
. Fringe Benefits
. Travel

N 1 1P
=l Lo o
&
g
-
&M 3 € &N | N
o
)
L
O o o oo
N (-} A &3 &N
o - o < o
&« N N
o,
¢
Seommppe™
oo L

H

. Equipment

. Supplies

. Contractual

. Construction

9. Total Direct Costs
(lipes 1-8)

0. Indirect Costs
1. Training Stipends
12. Total Costs (lines 9-

| o

- - O0 I~ i LA
Sl .
- g

L

PR/Award & S3558080047 e’



ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

OMB Approval No. 4040-0007
Expiration Date 04/30/2008

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and compieting and reviewing the coliection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND
IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE: Certain of these assurances may not be applicabte to your project or program. If you have questions, please

contact the awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to
additional assurances. If such is the case, you will be notified.

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant, | certify that the applicant:

1.

Previous Edition Usable

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability
(including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share
of project cost) to ensure proper planning,

managernent and completion of the project described
in this application.

. Will give the awarding agency, the Compirolier General
 of the United States and, if appropriate, the State,

through any authorized representative, access to and
the right to examine all records, books, papers, or
documents related to the award; and wiil establish a
proper accounting system in accordance with generally
accepted accounting standards or agency directives.

Wiil establish safeguards to prohibit employees from
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or
presents the appearance of personal or organizational
conflict of interest, or personai gain.

Wil initiate and complete the work within the applicable
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding

agency.

Will comply with the Intergovemmental Personnel Act
of 1870 (42 U.S.C. §§4728-4763) relating to prescribed
standards for merit systems for programs funded under
one of the 19 statutes or regulations specified in
Appendix A of OPM's Standards for 2 Merit System of
Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 900, Subpart F).

Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to

nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to:

(a) Title Vi of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
color or national origin; (b) Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. §5§1681-
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination
on the basis of sex; (¢) Section 504 of the

Rehabilitation

Tracking Number: GRANT00473378

PR/Award £ 83508080047 ed

Authorized for Local Reporoduction

Act of 1973, as amended (28 U.S.C. §794), which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42
U.S.C. §§6101-6107), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of age; (e) the Drug Abuse Office and
Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 82-255), as amended,
reiating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug
abuse; (f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-616), as amended, relating to
nondiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or
alcoholism; (g) 88523 and 527 of the Public Heaith
Service Act of 1912 (42 U.S.C. §5§290 dd-3 and 280
ee- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol
and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title VIl of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. §§3601 et seq.}), as
amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale,
rental or financing of housing; (i} any other
nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s)
under which application for Federal assistance is being
made; and, (§) the requirements of any other
nondiscrimination statute(s) which may apply to the
application.

. Will comply, or has already complied, with the

requirements of Titles Il and [l of the Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Poiicies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646) which provide for fair
and equitable treatment of persons displaced or whose
property is acquired as a resuit of Federal or
federally-assisted programs. These requirements apply
to ail interests in real property acquired for project
purposes regardiess of Federal participation in
purchases.

. Will comply, as applicable, with provisions of the Hatch

Act (O U.S.C. §5§1501-1508 and 7324-7328) which limit
the political activities of employees whose principal
employment activities are funded in whole or in part
with Federal funds.

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102



9.

10.

11.

Wiil comply, as appiicable, with the provisions of the
Davis- Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. §§2786a to 276a-7), the
Copeland Act (40 U.S.C. §276¢ and 18 U.S.C. §874),
and the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards
Act (40 U.5.C. §§327- 333), regarding labor standards
for federally-assisted construction subagreements.

Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance
purchase requirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood
Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which
requires recipients in a special flood hazard area to
participate in the program and to purchase flood
insurance if the total cost of insurable construction and
acquisition is $10,000 or more.

Will comply with environmental standards which may
be prescribed pursuant to the following: (a) institution
of environmental quality control measures under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L.
91-190) and Executive Order (EQ) 11514; (b)
notification of violating facilities pursuant to EO 11738;
{c) protection of wetlands pursuant to EO 11990; (d)
evaluation of flood hazards in floodplains in
accordance with EQ 11988; (e) assurance of project
consistency with the approved State management
program developed under the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. §§1451 et seq.);
(f} conformity of Federal actions to State (Clean Air)
Implementation Plans under Section 176{c) of the
Clean Air Act of 1955, as amended (42 U.S.C. §§7401
et seq.); (g) protection of underground sources of
drinking water under the Safe Dnnking Water Act of
1974, as amended (P.L. 83-523); and, (h) protection of
endangered species under the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93- 205).

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

-

Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1968 (16 U.5.C. §§1271 et seq.) related to protecting
componernts or potential components of the national
wiid and scenic rivers system.

Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1986, as amended (16 U.S.C. §470), EO 11593
(identification and protection ¢f historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of
1974 (16 U.S.C. §§469z-1 et seq.).

Will comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of
human subjects involved in research, development,
and related activities supported by this award of
assistance.

Will comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of
1966 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.S.C. §§2131 et
seq.) pertaining to the care, handling, and treatment of
warm blooded animals held for research, teaching, or
other activities supported by this award of assistance.

Will compiy with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
Prevention Act (42 U._S.C. §§4801 et seq.) which
prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or
rehabilitation of residence structures.

Will cause to be performed the required financial and
compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Act Amendments of 1986 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
"Audits of States, Local Govemments, and Non-Profit
Organizations.”

Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and
policies goveming this program.

* SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL
Eariene McCoy

*TITLE
Superintendent of Schools

* DATE SUBMITTED
06-10-2008

* APPLICANT ORGANIZATION
Butte County Office of Education

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97) Back

Tracking Number: GRANT0473378

PR/Award # $S3598080047 e9



DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352 Approved by OMB
(See reverse for public burden disclosure.) 0348-0046
1. * Type of Federal Action: 2. " Status of Federal Action: 3. " Report Type:
_a. contract —=. bid/offer/fapplication ®a initia! iling
@b grant @b, initial award ~b. material change
—.C. cooperative agreement -0 pOst-award For Material Change Only:
| _d.loan year quarter
-£. loan quarantee date of last report

I loan insurance

4. Name and Address of Reporiing Entity: 5. If Reporting Entity in No.4 is Subawardee, Enter Name and
Address of Prime:

®Prime _SubAwardee Tier if known:

* Name: Butte County Office of Education

* Address:
1859 Bird Street

Qroville
CA.: Cglifornia
095965

Congressionat District, if known:

6. * Federal Department/Agency: , 7. ™ Federal Program Name/Description: Early Reading First

U, S. Department of Education Office CFDA Number, if applicable: 84.359

8. Federal Action Number, if known: 8. Award Amount, if known:

b. individual Performing Services (including address if different
from No. 10a):

10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant (if individual, complete name):

* Name:

* Name:
NA

11. Information requested through this form is authorized by fitle 31 U.S.C. sec-
tion 1352. This disciosure of iobbying activities is 2 material representation of
fact upon which reliance was pliaced by the tier above when the transaction was | » Name:
made or entered into. This disclosure is required pursuant to 31 U.S.C, 1352, Mr.

This information will be reported to the Congress semi-annuaily and will be
available for public inspection. Any person who fails to file the required disclos- | pan
ure shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more
than $100,000 for each such failure.

* Signature: Earlene McCoy

McNelis

Title: Superintendent of Schools

Pmaﬁwmmmm?ﬁ , e10




Telephone No.: 530-532-5761

Date: 06-10-2008
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Public Burden Discliosure Statement

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act, as amended, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid
OMB Control Number, The valid OMB control number for this information collection is OMB No. 0348-0046. Public reporting burden for this
collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the

burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the Office of Management
and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Proiect (0348-0046), Washington, DC 20503.

PR/AWHRIDIIGRIsnOPRANT00473378 e11



OMB Control No. 1890-0007 {Exp. 03/3072004)

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The pumpose of this enclosure is fo inform you about 2 new provision in
the Department of Education’'s General Education Provisions Act
(GEPA) that applies to applicants for new grant awards under
Department programs. This provision is Section 427 of GEPA, enacted
as part of the Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law
(P.L.) 103-382).

- To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant awards under
this program. ALL APPLICANTS FOR NEW AWARDS MUST
INCLUDE INFORMATION IN THE!IR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS
THIS NEW PROVISION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER
THIS PROGRAM.

(f this program is a State-formula grant program, a State needs to
provide this description only for projects or activities that it camies out
with funds reserved for State-level uses. in addition, local school
districts or other eligible applicants that apply to the State for funding
need to provide this description in their applications o the State for
funding. The State would be responsible for ensuring that the school
district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient section 427
statement as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds (other than an individual
person) to include in #s application a description of the steps the
applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable access to, and
participation in, its Federally-assisted program for students, teachers,
and other program beneficiaries with special needs. This provision
allows applicants discretion in developing the required description. The
statute highlights six types of barriers that can impede equitable access
or participation: gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or age.
Based on local circumstances, you shouid determine whether these or
other bamiers may prevent your students, teachers, etc. from such
access or participation in, the Federally-funded project or activity. The
description in your application of steps to be taken 10 overcome these
barriers need not be lengthy; you may provide a clear and succinct

description of how you plan to address those barriers that are
applicable fo your circumstances. In addition, the information may be
provided in a2 single narrative, or, if appropriate, may be discussed in
connection with related topics in the application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of civil rights
statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing their projects,
applicants for Federal funds address equity concems that may affect
the ability of certain potential beneficiaries to fully participate in the
project and to achieve to high standards. Consistent with program
requirements and its approved application, an applicant may use the
Federal funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant may
cormnply with Section 427,

(1) An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy project
serving, among others, adults with iimited English proficiency, might
describe in its application how it intends to distribute a brochure about
the proposed prgject to such potentiat participants in their native
language.

(2} An applicant that proposes to develop instructional matenals for
classroom use might describe how it will make the materials available
on audio tape or in brailie for students who are blind.

(3) An appiicant that proposes to carry out a model science program for
secondary students and is concemed that girls may be less likely than
boys to enroll in the course, might indicate how it intends to conduct
"outreach” efforts to girls, to encourage their enroliment.

We recognize that many applicants may already be implementing
effective steps to ensure equity of access and participation in their
grant programs, and we ﬁppreciate your cooperation in responding to
the requirements of this provision,

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1895, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection dispiays a
valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1890-0007. The time reguired to complete this information
collection is estimated to average 1.5 hours per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data
needed, and complete and review the information collection. if you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or
suggestions for improving this form, please write to: Director, Grants Policy and Oversight Staff, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryiand
Avenue, SW (Room 3652, GSA Regional COffice Building No. 3), Washington, DC 20202-4248.

Tracking Number; GRANTO0473378

PR/Award # S359B080047 el12



Attachment Information
File Name Mime Type |
8475-ERF_GEPA_Statement.doc application/msword

Teacking Number: GRANTOD473378
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General Education Provisions Act (GEPA)

Butte County Office of Education, as the applicant agency for Early Reading First program
funding, will take the following steps to comply with Section 427 of GEPA to ensure equitable

access to and participation in 1ts proposed program of services in all proposed implementation

settings.

e Book collections and other literacy materials will be available in English, Spanish,
and/or Hmong, depending on availability.

¢ To enable provision of family literacy services to all families, Family Literacy
Specialists will be hired with a preference for bilingual skills and abilities.

e Instructional staff will develop knowledge and strategies in second language

acquisition to accommodate the English language development needs of young

children.

PR/IAward # S359B080047 ' el



CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cdoperative Agreements

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowiedge and belief, that:

g‘!) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person
or influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or
empioyee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal
contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative

agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant,
lcan, or cooperafive agreement.

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or
attempting to influence an officer or empioyee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of
Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or

cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall completa and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying
Activities,” in accordance with its instructions. '

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all
subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under ﬁ{ants, loans, and cooperative
agreements) and that all subrepaﬁnen_ts shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification is a material
representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of
this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaciion imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S.

Code. Any person wno fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not tess than $10,000
and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance

The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or
. employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member
“of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or guarantee a loan, the
undersigned shali complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lebbying Activities," in accordance with
its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by
section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required statement shall be subject to a civil penalty
of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.
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Butte County Office of Education

ABSTRACT

Butte County Office of Education proposes the SPARKLE Project (Student Pre-K
Acquisition of Reading Knowledge and Language Excellence) to accelerate the oral language,
cognitive, and early reading skills of 192 children annually attending four preschools which
demonstrate high readiness to become centers of learning excellence. Project features include
(1) enhanced classroom environments to promote oral language, preliteracy and cognitive skills;
(2) comprehensive professional development through classroom-based instruction, engaging
online learﬂing, and intensive, on-site literacy mentor services to improve instructional
knowledge and practice with emphasis on the needs of English langnage learners and low-
income children; (3) screening and progress monitoring assessments to determine preschool
children’s progress toward the language and early literacy skills necessary for later school
success; (4) iumplementation of the research-based Houghton Mifflin PRE-K: Where Bright
Futures Begin curmiculum, and (5) implementation of a parent involvement program including
home visitation, Family Literacy Nights, and literacy materials and supports to enrich home
environments.

Project goals include the following: (1) to demonstrate significant improvements in oral
language, phonological and print awareness, and alphabet knowledge among participating

children; (2) to demonstrate substantially improved language and literacy environments to

encourage teacher-child and peer interactions, mﬁc play, cognitive development, and

mdividual and small group reading and writing; (3) to improve staff knowledge and skills in
research, instruction, assessment, and preschool standards to improve early language and literacy
development among diverse children; and (4) to support families in integrating early language

and literacy experiences into the home.
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Butte County Office of Education 1

1. QUALITY OF THE PROJECT DESIGN
Selection Criterion 2. Factor 1. Desién refiects research. Butte County Office of Education
proposes the SPARKILE Project (Student Pre-K Acquisition of Reading Knowledge and
L anguage Excellence), a multi-faceted program based on Scientifically-Based Reading Research

(hereinafter SBRR) and effective practice to enable 3- and 4-year-old preschool children at risk

of learning difficulties to develop essential reading readiness skills through Early Reading First
services. The program will use Houghton Mifflin’s PRE-K: Where Bright Futures Begin
currtculum, created on the basis of up-to-date research, as a foundational resource to develop a
comprehensive Pre-K program focusing on (1) children’s pre-literacy skills; (2) enhanced
environments for learning; (3) ongoing assessment and progress monitoring; (4) effective
professional development; and (5) parent involvement. A growing body of research provides
abundant evidence regarding the importance of early literacy in children’s development, and the
following narrative 1dentifies research that forms the basis for the five elements 1denfified above.
Pre-Literacy Skills — SBRR supports the significance of oral language, phonological awareness,

and print awareness as predictors of beginning reading success' with supporting research below.

Such research also mchcates that oral Ianguage pmﬁcmncy is 'r.he foundatmn of readmg succes;r
and that young children’s language proficiency is best advanced through a carefully structured,
research-based sequence of skills in all strands of language development.” Because of the link
between oral language development and later reading success, language development programs
tailored to meet the oral language needs of English leamers are critical for literacy success
among a large segment of our population.” Extended conversations are essential for language
development for all children and extremely important to vocabulary and early literacy skills
development for English learners; therefore, teachers need to regularly engage children in
conversation, solicit their responses, focus on their strengths, and use personally meaningful
experiences to build language skills.’ In one study examining the impacts of teachers’ language
characteristics on children’s linguistic behavior, the findings indicated that children were more
likely to be observed listening and talking to teachers when the teachers were rated as warmer
and usmﬂ more responsive language that also included the 1ntroduct10n of new vocabulary ¢ For

PRIAward # S359B080047 e()



Butie County Office of Education | 2

syntax between Spanish and Enghsh examples of social language in the context of meaningful
conversation 1s espectally importan 7 While reading aloud impacts literacy outcomes generally,
interactive reading, as compared to readfenly styles, fcsters language development 1n all children
including those learning English and those at-risk for reading problems.® Further, teacher
explanations and student discussions, as part of interactive reading practices, are critical factors

allewmcr students te denve the mest beneﬁts frem texts that are read aleud 9
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Chaldren S prmr awareness or skﬂl in rec'::rgmz.m-ﬂIr and 1nterpret1n print is vital 10 early readmg,
and studies show that children who are taught to identify the names or sounds of letters prior to
beginning readmn* make better reading progress than those children who do not recerve this
instruction.'® The National Early Literacy Panel conducted a meta-analysis of published studies
regarding early literacy and concluded that print awareness has a strong correlation with
decoding and reading comprehension.'’ In 2004, a study conducted with preschoolers created
strong evidence that letter-name knowledge functions as a cause to enhance word reading skill.'?

Roberts and Neal (2004) suggested a variety of games and ccntextua%ly embedded learning may
1

be the most effective and engagmg way to develeE pnnt awareness. _
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Diverse research has converged on the 'r'ir:u:lnf:u-'Ir that phonalogzcal awareness plays a key role in
the normal acquisition of reading skills,'* and that the presence of phonological processing
abilities is predictive of beginning reading and spelling success.'” Research suggests
phonological awareness intervention with preschoolers can have a significant positive effect on

their later readmcr skllls 16

Alphabet knowledge 18 basm te hteracy, and c}nldren S abﬂ.lty to d1scern sounds in werds and
link them to alphabetic symbols is another strong predictor of reading success. "7 For English
language learners, knowledge of the alphabet and phonemic awareness are crucial foundational
skills for learning to read, just as they are for English-only leammers."® Findings from research
specifically involving Hmong and Spanish-speaking 3- and 4-year-olds who received high-
quality instruction in letter names and rhyming indicate performance 1n naming letters on a par
with middle-class children entering kindergarten.'”

Instruction to support preliteracy skills development in the proposed program will mclude

rich oral language experiences, interactive reading, reading aloud, primary language support, and

scaffolded opportunities for children to use language and explore words. Explicit mmstruction will
reinforce concepts of print in reading experiences and include interactive wnting and
opportunities for practice. In addition to teaching strategies contained in lessons and materials,
print awareness will be enhanced through additional read-aloud books for each unit. To build the
trusting relationships and emotional connections that encourage more high quality child-teacher

conversations, teaching staff will incorporate activities such as dramatic play, responsive
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Butte County Office of Education 3

language, and individualized instruction. The SPARKLE project will include regular
opportunities through curricular matenals and teacher-child interactions for (1) children to play
with the sounds of language, including syllables and word families; (2) help with identifying
letters and related sounds; (3) help in recognizing and producing words with the same
beginning/ending sounds; and (4) support in self-initiated efforts to write letters that represent
the sounds of words. For second language learners who may not understand the text of a
particular book, teachers may choose to modify the story by telling 1t in a way English learners
will understand or choosing a picture book to share. Teachers who are primarily English-
speaking, will learn a few key words in the children’s home language (come, bathroom, eat) to
allow for introductory level communication and allow the child to become familiar with the
classroom situation before approaching him or her with questions and directives in Enghsh.
Teachers may encourage English-speaking children to “read” to second language learners.
Although they may not tell or read the story perfectly, they can convey their interest, excitement,
and understanding of the story. The program will build alphabetic knowledge by building
associations between letter names, shapes, and sounds through a rich assortinent of printed
materials linked to units to develop phonemic awareness and letter-sound associations. Parents
will be supported as their children’s teachers through monthly Family Literacy Nights, bilingnal
Family Literacy Specialists’ quarterly home visits, and take-home resources including
newsletters and Raising A Reader book bags and writing bags with weekly rotations of books

and literacy materials in the child’s home language.
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A large: body of research mmcates that preschoolers should be exposed to h1gh-qual1ty learmng
environments to prepare for reading success in the early grades, and that preschools can
stimulate children’s hiteracy behav:lors by designing an enriched environment that displays
literacy materials in play centers.?’ Access to books is an enwronmental factor in the learning
environment that is strongly related to chuldren’s literacy development and results of studies
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indicate correlations between the frequency of literacy behaviors during free play and the
number of books in the class, print segments written in children’s home language, and functional
labels.** Not surprisingly, children who.lack print resources in the home environment will Likely
lag behind those who have ready access to the resources.” The quality and quantity of
conversation with children in home and preschool environments impact children’s vocabulary
growth, and Hoff and Naigles (2002) report that frequent exposure to words influences children’s
acquisition of those words.** Children need to hear the same words repeatedly so they can
establish sound-meaning relations. Unfortunately, many parents in lower-income families, such
as those sending their children to participating preschools, tend to talk less frequently to their
children.” Research suggests that well-designed home-based interventions can change low-
mcome parents’ early hiteracy styles and that intervention during the preschool years is important
to show the most optimal increases in rich language input.*® An analysis of intervention
programs targeting families and children at nsk of difficulties in school has highlighted the
associations between long-tenn sustained impacts on children’s cognitive scores and high levels

of program participation.”” -

To address the need for enhanced leamming environments, Literacy Mentors, Family
Literacy Specialists, and teaching staff will create print-rich and language-rich environments in
preschools and homes and provide high-dosage educational interventions by expanding into full-

day and/or full-year programs and literacy extensions into the home.

Staff will engage in the following activities to enhance learning environments:

e They will build literacy collections, translate materials as appropriate, add interactive
displays to inside and outside classroom environments, define reading areas, and stock
them with a variety of matenals.

¢ They will assemble high-quality literature for Book Bags (in English, Spanish, and

“Hmong) and collect literacy-writing materials, all for distribution and use in children’s
" homes.

e They will improve instructional strategies (e.g., increased interactive reading, responsive
language interactions, and one-on-one engagement) and provide high amounts of family-
level services with strategies and matenals to increase the quality and quantity of read-
aloud and conversational activities and to provide more cognitively stimulating home
environments and interactions. -

¢ Teachers will provide quiet spaces and activities where second-language learners can
regain focus and energy with few, if any, expectations for verbal interactions before
developing confidence to move into other typical classroom activities.

Part-time Direct Service Coordinators will assist in making environmental changes,
integrating Houghton Mifflin’s PRE-K cummculum into the program, and in supporting

kindergarten transition activities. To support diverse langnage needs of parents attending group
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